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Kootenai Indian, trapper, homesteader,
L'l!}"PL‘[' l‘,i!'l\[], aviator, Lllll'L']}, WTILET,
artist, musician, politician along with
butler, housekeeper, chauffeur, cook,
gardener, stone mason, and carpenter,
have all been drawn to the mystical

place known as Kootenai Lodge.

The ongoing love affair with this
property has commanded and inspired
an artistry and quality in 1ts structures
that harmonize with the breathtaking

beauty of the site.

All this compelled developer, Paul
Milhous, to purchase Kootenai Lodge.
Foremost in his plan was to restore the
legendary property to its former glory
seen under the ownership of Copper
King, Cornelius “( on” Kelley, and B8 Allen Ker

Lewis Orvis Evans.

Evans first visited the property in 1906 while on vacation after
he and Kelley helped win legal victories for Anaconda Mining
Company. He returned from his fishing trip and told Kelley he
had found heaven. Close friends as well as legal associates, Kelley

and Evans purchased the property together shortly afterwards.

This serene and supreme wilderness property provided a retreat
for the young attorneys, who were poised to rise in the powerful
Anaconda Company. Kelley became president and then chairman,
while Evans turned down the vice-presidency in favor of a role
as chief counsel, which allowed him to remain in his beloved
Montana. Evans died in 1939, but his family continued to spend

summers on Swan Lake until they built a home on Lake Placid.

The Main Lodge wings wrap around the courtyard, which has sprung to life with the
restoration of its centerpiece fountain and the nurturing of the traditional Virginia creeper.

overlooking Swan River.

The Evans Lodge great room features handsomely restored log and stonework in a serene setting

The summer estate burgeoned along with Kelley and Evan’s

careers to include 2,400 acres; 20 buildings including a
greenhouse, carpenter and blacksmith shops; a 31-stall barn;
and a 10-car garage for a fleet of cars, which included a yellow
Pierce Arrow and black Packard with a built-in bar. A staff of 70

attended to their whims and needs.

Patterned after the Great Camps of the Adirondack, architecture
was mn\]m-|_\ wedded to a luxurious lifestyle. The Kelley’s Main
Lodge was designed by Kirtland Cutter, a versatile and talented
Spokane architect, who also designed Lake McDonald Lodge in

Glacier Park and the Conrad Mansion in Kalispell

he striking 14,000-square-foot log building with soaring ceiling
and cedar timbers was constructed by skillful and knowledgeable
local craftsmen. They harvested the cedar trees in the winter

when the

1p was not running so the bark would remain intact.
I'he massive larch logs were carefully peeled in

order to retain stripes of rich brown cambium.

Unpeeled western cedar trees were used as roof

trusses, columns, and staircases, serving both
structurally and decoratively in the spacious hall
I'he silvery bark provides a stunning contrast to
the gleaming reddish tones of the hefty larch
logs

[his magnificent lodge became a gathering place
for the Kelley family and their friends and business
associates. Guests included Netherlands’s Queen
Wilhelmina, western artist Charles M. Russell,
Irish tenor John McCormack, tycoon John D.

Rockefeller, and aviator Charles Lindbergh.



The historic Main Lodge was designed by architect, Kirtland Cutter, who also

the Lake McDonald Lodge in Glacier Park. wma s

Life at Kootenai Lodge was both excellent and excessive. Their
idea of a wilderness camp included black-tie dinners served
with Wedgwood china, Steuben crystal, and silver cutlery, and

moonlight cruises in Chris Craft boats.

After 60 years and three generations, the Kelley family sold the
property in 1968 to Stoltze Lumber Company. The Kootenai
Lodge centerpiece, which included all 20 buildings, 2,400 feet
of frontage on Swan Lake and Swan River and 42 acres, was
kept intact and the remaining acreage was subdivided. Kootenai
Lodge saw several owners, including a private club with great
vision but a small bank account and NBC golf commentator,

Mark Rolfing, and his wife, Debi, who bought the loc

family retreat. Numerous improvements and repairs occurred

during their ownerships to help preserve the historic property.

lhe most dramatic and aggressive effort came more recently
after the property was purchased by the Milhous
Group. Paul Milhous already knew the property

intimately B cen

as a neighbor. He quietly gazed at
the property from his home across the river for
over 10 years before he purchased the estate in

2005,

“Kootenai Lodge is of an era that fascinates me,”
Milhous says. With a commitment to quality and
1 love for history, Milhous has developed a plan
for a luxurious community at Kootenai Estates
that will include 10 of the historic structures and
32 additional cabin homes. “I am not doing it
for the money, but I am a businessman.” Milhous
explains that restorations require more money
and time than new construction and the sale of

additional homes will help finance that effort.

||'li'~.'_l‘."J'I|'n|r

Milhous predicts that the Kootenai
[.\[.HL'\ W ]]] 111¢ 1”\]\' SUCC \“-\:.l]] }"l'l’l‘l\'.
who want to provide their family
with fond memories—of summer
at the lake and the storybook White
Christmas  with  crackling  fires,
building snowmen, and ice skating on

a shimmering lake.

He has built a team who are quick
to tell you, " The vision is Paul’s.” This
team includes Warren Sheets Design,
a firm located in San Francisco and
owned by Warren Sheets and Sharon
Regan. Regan is thrilled to be a part
of the Kootenai Estates project. She
says, “Paul has a keen sensitivity to
quality. He was the type of person

Kootenai Lodge needed.”

l'hey mmnally focused on the historic buildings. R

111 54YS

that her first thought was how to be sensitive to history and
still ‘.I}\i.m' the structures to today’s lifestyle, in a manner she

describes as,“a gentle blending of the past with the present.”

I'he Kelley and Evans lodges required similar efforts to restore

and update the buildings. Logs were returned to glowing autumn

tones 11!.:_&1[\1 and red \;‘m'1.|| care was taken to protect the cedar
bark on the log purlins by wrapping them before the peeled
logs were soda-blasted and refinished. The maple flooring was
in remarkable condition and retained in both buildings. The clift
stone fireplaces and chimneys, patios, and entries were restored

and replaced where necessary.

“(‘[]] 1‘L|||\i]]|1‘_’\ were 1'.II‘-{‘L] .!]I\i l'['.l‘.‘.] spaces \iLI'__‘\ out 1‘\' ]1.IlILi

to accommodate plumbing, heating, and cooling systems. New

The Main Lodge twinkles at twilight as the sun sets over Crane Mountain.

MONTARA

(818








<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


